
Fourth Grade Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Welcome incoming fourth grade students!  This summer you will be reading to 
help prepare you for the upcoming school year! 
 
Every fourth grade student is required to read the first two books - one in July 
and one in August -  listed below by George Seldon and write a 2-3 sentence 
summary of each chapter for each book.  The summary form is attached.  We will 
be completing a fun project in September!  Any other books on the list you read 
are for pleasure! 
 
REQUIRED READING 
 
The Cricket in Times Square, by George Selden. 
Tucker is a streetwise city mouse. He thought he'd seen it all. But he's never met 
a cricket before, which really isn't surprising, because, along with his friend Harry 
Cat, Tucker lives in the very heart of New York City�the Times Square subway 
station. Chester Cricket never intended to leave his Connecticut meadow. He'd be 
there still if he hadn't followed the entrancing aroma of liverwurst right into 
someone's picnic basket. Now, like any tourist in the city, he wants to look around. 
And he could not have found two better guides�and friends�than Tucker and 
Harry. The trio have many adventures�from taking in the sights and sounds of 
Broadway to escaping a smoky fire. 
 

Tucker’s Countryside, by George Selden. 
Chester Cricket finds his home in the meadow endangered by a planned apartment 
building. So Chester calls on his New York City friends, Tucker Mouse and Harry 
Cat, to help him save his home. 
 

READING PLEASURE  
 
The Boy Who Saved Baseball, by John H. Ritter 
Tom Gallagher is in a tight spot. The fate of the Dillontown team rests on the 
outcome of one baseball game, winner take all. If Tom's team loses, they lose their 
field too. But how can they possibly win? Just when everything seems hopeless, a 
mysterious boy named Cruz de la Cruz rides into town and claims to know the 
secret of hitting. Not to mention the secrets of Dante Del Gato, Dillontown's 
greatest hitter ever. Since he walked away from the game years ago, Del Gato 



hasn't spoken a word to anyone. But now he might be Tom's only hope for saving his 
hometown. From the award-winning author of Over the Wall and Choosing Up Sides 
comes this imaginative tale of one boy's struggle to preserve the spirit of the 
game he loves. 
 
Iron Thunder, by Avi 
When his father is killed fighting for the Union in the War Between the States, 
thirteen-year-old Tom Carroll must take a job to help support his family. He 
manages to find work at a bustling ironworks in his hometown of Brooklyn, New 
York, where dozens of men are frantically pounding together the strangest ship 
Tom has ever seen. A ship made of iron.  
 
Tom becomes assistant to the ship's inventor, a gruff, boastful man named Captain 
John Ericsson. He soon learns that the Union army has very important plans for 
this iron ship called the Monitor. It is supposed to fight the Confederate "sea 
monster"--another ironclad--the Merrimac. But Ericsson is practically the only 
person who believes the Monitor will float. Everyone else calls it "Ericsson's Folly" 
or "the iron coffin."  
 
Meanwhile, Tom's position as Ericsson's assistant has made him a target of 
Confederate spies, who offer him money for information about the ship. Tom finds 
himself caught between two certain dangers: an encounter with murderous spies 
and a battle at sea in an iron coffin 
 
Lunch Money, by Andrew Clements 
Greg Kenton has always had a natural talent for making money -- despite the 
annoying rivalry of his neighbor Maura Shaw. Then, just before sixth grade, Greg 
makes a discovery: Almost every kid at school has an extra quarter or two to spend 
almost every day. Multiply a few quarters by a few hundred kids, and for Greg, 
school suddenly looks like a giant piggy bank. All he needs is the right hammer to 
crack it open. Candy and gum? Little toys? Sure, kids would love to buy stuff like 
that at school. But would teachers and the principal permit it? Not likely. But how 
about comic books? Comic books might work. Especially the chunky little ones that 
Greg writes and illustrates himself. Because everybody knows that school always 
encourages reading and writing and creativity and individual initiative, right? In 
this funny and timely novel, Andrew Clements again holds up a mirror to real life, 
and invites young readers to think about money, school, friendship, and what it 
means to be a success. 
 



Name:__________________________________________ 
Title of Book:_____________________________________  
Author:__________________________________________ 

 
***Please note: Depending on the length of the book chosen, 2 chapters at a time 

can be combined for your summaries!*** 
 

Chapter Names or #’s  

  
2-3 Sentence Summary 

 (per chapter) 
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