
 

 

NEW EIGHTH GRADE SUMMER READING 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
Get ready to earn your first official literature grades!  Please review 
the following summer reading list.  If you click on the book titles, you 
will be taken to Amazon where you can read descriptions of the 
books as well as the reviews.  Hopefully, you’ll find TWO books that 
you’ll enjoy.   
 
Once you finish reading each book, make sure you complete the 
Book Review forms that follow.  All reviews will be collected on 

Friday, September 11.  Your reviews will count as medium/quiz grades.  If you would like to receive extra credit, please 
read a third book on the list and complete another Book Review form.  Happy Reading! 
 

Jane Austen Pride and Prejudice Alan Gratz Project 1065 

Neal Bascomb  The Nazi Hunters Bette Greene Summer of My German Soldier 

Charlotte Bronte Jane Eyre Margaret Peterson Haddix Uprising 

Caela Carter My Life with the Liars SE Hinton That Was Then, This Was Now 

Suzanne Collins The Ballad of Songbirds and 
Snakes 

Lauren James The Loneliest Girl in the Universe 

Gia Cribbs The Disappearance of Sloan Sullivan Leon Leyson The Boy on the Wooden Box 

Charles Dickens Great Expectations Karyn Parson How High the Moon 

Nancy Farmer House of Scorpion Marcel Prins & Peter Henk Steenhuis Hidden Like 
Anne Frank 

Morris Gleitzman Once Laura Amy Schlitz The Hired Girl 

Alan Gratz Allies Rahul Septeys Salt of the Sea 

Alan Gratz Grenade H.G. Wells The Time Machine 

  



 

 

 
Name: 
Date: 
Grade:  New Eighth Grade  1st Book Form 
 

Directions:  Answer the following questions in the provided boxes.  In order to receive full credit, your 
responses must be thoughtful. 
 

Title: 
 

Author:   
 

Genre (the type of book):  Please HIGHLIGHT one.  If you pick “other”, identify the genre.  Explain 
how you know. 
 
Realistic Fiction 
Mystery 
Biography 
Historical Fiction 
Fantasy 
Science Fiction 
Other:  
 

Character:  Which character from the book would you most like as a friend?  Make sure you find 
one and explain why you could be their friend. 
 

Minor Character:  Describe a minor character in your book.  Identify the character by name and 
describe him/her.  What is the character’s part in the story?  How does the character feel about the 
main character and vice-versa? 
 

Figurative Language: Figurative language refers to figures of speech. The most familiar to you at 
this time are simile, metaphor, personification, onomatopoeia, paradox, and hyperbole. Look for 2 
passages that use figure(s) of speech to achieve a purpose. Consider the relevance of the 
comparisons they make. 
 

Interest Level:  Answer in complete sentences. 
1. What about the book kept you reading?  
2. What about the book made you want to stop reading? 

 

Hollywood?  Would you like to see this book turned into a movie?  Why or why not?  If you answer 
yes, please let me know who you would cast in the film version of the story and why.  If you answer 



 

 

no, explain why not. 
 

Plot Summary:  In six to eight sentences, please write a summary of the story.  Make sure you 
include only the most important information, proper capitalization, and correct punctuation. 
 

WOW Moment:  Which moment in the story made you gasp, cry, or laugh out loud?  Why?  If the 
book did not provide such a moment, explain what the author could have done to captivate you.  Be 
specific. 
 

Line/Scene:  Find at least one line/scene in the story that you immediately wanted to share with 
someone.   Write about it,  and then explain with whom you wanted to share and why?   YOU 
MUST FIND A LINE or SCENE.   
 

Setting:  Compare or contrast the story’s setting to your own world.  Remember that setting 
includes time and place. 
 

Connection:  Make at least one connection (to yourself, your world, current event, another book, 
etc).  Explain. 
 

Theme:  What is one theme/lesson/message you can learn about life from this book?  Explain (in 7 
to 8 sentences). Explain how the book teaches this theme and make sure to explain using evidence 
(direct quotes or examples from the story).   

 

Sequel:  How might a sequel to this book begin?  Write the first paragraph to the sequel.  
 
  



 

 

 
Name: 
Date: 
Grade:  New Eighth Grade  2nd Book Form 
Directions:  Answer the following questions in the provided 

boxes.  In order to receive full credit, your responses must be thoughtful. 
 

Title: 
 

Author:   
 

Genre (the type of book):  Please HIGHLIGHT one.  If you pick “other”, identify the genre.  Explain 
how you know. 
 
Realistic Fiction 
Mystery 
Biography 
Historical Fiction 
Fantasy 
Science Fiction 
Other:  
 

Character:  Which character from the book would you most like as a friend?  Make sure you find 
one and explain why you could be their friend. 
 

Minor Character:  Describe a minor character in your book.  Identify the character by name and 
describe him/her.  What is the character’s part in the story?  How does the character feel about the 
main character and vice-versa? 
 

Figurative Language: Figurative language refers to figures of speech. The most familiar to you at 
this time are simile, metaphor, personification, onomatopoeia, paradox, and hyperbole. Look for 2 
passages that use figure(s) of speech to achieve a purpose. Consider the relevance of the 
comparisons they make. 
 

Interest Level:  Answer in complete sentences. 
3. What about the book kept you reading? 
4. What about the book made you want to stop reading? 

 

Hollywood?  Would you like to see this book turned into a movie?  Why or why not?  If you answer 
yes, please let me know who you would cast in the film version of the story and why.  If you answer 
no, explain why not. 



 

 

 

Plot Summary:  In six to eight sentences, please write a summary of the story.  Make sure you 
include only the most important information, proper capitalization, and correct punctuation. 
 

WOW Moment:  Which moment in the story made you gasp, cry, or laugh out loud?  Why?  If the 
book did not provide such a moment, explain what the author could have done to captivate you.  Be 
specific. 
 

Line/Scene:  Find at least one line/scene in the story that you immediately wanted to share with 
someone.   Write about it,  and then explain with whom you wanted to share and why?   YOU 
MUST FIND A LINE or SCENE.   
 

Setting:  Compare or contrast the story’s setting to your own world.  Remember that setting 
includes time and place. 
 

Connection:  Make at least one connection (to yourself, your world, current event, another book, 
etc).  Explain. 
 

Theme:  What is one theme/lesson/message you can learn about life from this book?  Explain (in 7 
to 8 sentences). Explain how the book teaches this theme and make sure to explain using evidence 
(direct quotes or examples from the story).   

 

Sequel:  How might a sequel to this book begin?  Write the first paragraph to the sequel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Name: 
Date: 
Grade:  New Eighth Grade  Extra Credit Form 
Directions:  Answer the following questions in the provided 

boxes.  In order to receive full credit, your responses must be thoughtful. 
 

Title: 
 

Author:   
 

Genre (the type of book):  Please HIGHLIGHT one.  If you pick “other”, identify the genre.  Explain 
how you know. 
 
Realistic Fiction 
Mystery 
Biography 
Historical Fiction 
Fantasy 
Science Fiction 
Other:  
 

Character:  Which character from the book would you most like as a friend?  Make sure you find 
one and explain why you could be their friend. 
 

Minor Character:  Describe a minor character in your book.  Identify the character by name and 
describe him/her.  What is the character’s part in the story?  How does the character feel about the 
main character and vice-versa? 
 

Figurative Language: Figurative language refers to figures of speech. The most familiar to you at 
this time are simile, metaphor, personification, onomatopoeia, paradox, and hyperbole. Look for 2 
passages that use figure(s) of speech to achieve a purpose. Consider the relevance of the 
comparisons they make. 
 

Interest Level:  Answer in complete sentences. 
5. What about the book kept you reading? 
6. What about the book made you want to stop reading? 

 

Hollywood?  Would you like to see this book turned into a movie?  Why or why not?  If you answer 
yes, please let me know who you would cast in the film version of the story and why.  If you answer 
no, explain why not. 



 

 

 

Plot Summary:  In six to eight sentences, please write a summary of the story.  Make sure you 
include only the most important information, proper capitalization, and correct punctuation. 
 

WOW Moment:  Which moment in the story made you gasp, cry, or laugh out loud?  Why?  If the 
book did not provide such a moment, explain what the author could have done to captivate you.  Be 
specific. 
 

Line/Scene:  Find at least one line/scene in the story that you immediately wanted to share with 
someone.   Write about it,  and then explain with whom you wanted to share and why?   YOU 
MUST FIND A LINE or SCENE.   
 

Setting:  Compare or contrast the story’s setting to your own world.  Remember that setting 
includes time and place. 
 

Connection:  Make at least one connection (to yourself, your world, current event, another book, 
etc).  Explain. 
 

Theme:  What is one theme/lesson/message you can learn about life from this book?  Explain (in 7 
to 8 sentences). Explain how the book teaches this theme and make sure to explain using evidence 
(direct quotes or examples from the story).   

 

Sequel:  How might a sequel to this book begin?  Write the first paragraph to the sequel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


